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Course Introduction: 

Television is that rectangular .electronic box .claimed to hav.e be.en invented as a toy before 

invention of Film and Radio but only came into rampant use in the 1930's, invading our living 

rooms, replacing fireplaces and has since become a pervasive omni-present phenomena in 

humanity's lives. From an initial intention to use the medium to project films right into people's 

living rooms, the 'Box' in Marshall macluhan's .concept of 'the medium is the Message, Stupid' 

has since appropriated genres of media to fit within its own special relationships \vi.th 

humankind. Apart from pictorial news (with television's amenability to allow 'News Values'), 

Reality shows and a buffet of all manner of 'Programming', Television drama as a genre of 

drama has b.een appropriated to fit within the pro.ducing .culture specific to Television. As such 

Wtiting for Television drama is a course that seeks to answer the questions what is television, its 

function \vi.thin the media ecology and what should be the character of drama that best fits the 

medium. The SCR 3015 - Writing For Television Drama course endevours to unpack and 

interrogate the genre and subgenres of Television drama including a practical introduction .of 

writing and understanding each existing and emerging fonnat of the Drama. 

Course Description 

This .c.ours.e purposes to help a student articulate an understanding of \vb.at constutites television 

Drama including its properties and subgenres \vi.thing the wider medium of television 

programming. 

Prerequisite: None 
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